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The project ran in conjunction with an enhibition
meunted by the Amsterdam Municipal Archives of

a history of maps of Amsterdam, Raarten van
Amsterdam: 1866 — 2000, Maps presented as records

of the city as it once was were displayed side by side

with maps that served as proposals, alternative
diagrams of what Amsterdam might have become.
As a collection, they revealed a history of increasing
discrete lines and integrated detail. The Amsterdam

RealTime images are 4 sparse inversion of this, more

akin to medical X-rays than anatomical illustrations.
The pictures generated by Amsterdam RealTime are
tuzzy because that is the nature of summaries that
ENCOMpass many experiences simultaneously, Such
blurriness is a counter-intuitive expression of a new
potential for vitality in mapping, a new level of
fionesty about its own limits and capabilities.

According to Polak, the goal of Amsterdam RealTime

was to affer participants and spectators a new
awareness of their own presence within a city with
which they are already so familiar. She commented
that after seeing the project, or even just hearing
about it, people would become compelled to discuss
their daily routines. & participant named Chris
became 50 conscious of the relationship between his
movements and the form of the city map that he
chose to alter his course in order to inscribe the
shape of 4 pigeon. One could imaging that this duir’

took Chris aff his usisal
path, perhaps t i
Amsterdam he had never bee i ::;T;ZM

Rebecea Ross
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culture is accustomed, the 'ﬁ"J'Trnan.g i ,;,."'
project ENCOUrages ys Imﬂgl;mt_ﬂﬂ-ru o i,
of Maps — to reclaim spatja, r;.:‘a:‘-"u dit1s
rhg
In Amsterdam, before wWisitin
party called De Trut, which doesns 3 laty
address — | had to ask argung o i Policy .-:nu""’i
go. The party, held in a 3quat on dll‘:d ut Er:_.
street at a distance from the it ; Mﬂ“!&mnﬂu .
strictly gay and lesbian trl‘jwdiTE::mcr, Chtery
volunteers and rumor has it that 1, Ar t.:num Ar 5
bar and cover are donated foy rr.inse Profits from,
Partygoers are advised to arrjye bt
because ance the door opens. allo

g the

‘"’ﬁl bt fgrp i
funnel thraugh, it immediately clu::: P ® CTowg g,
would not necessarily realize what s h&.&sur
Inside: hundreds of kids dancing to ey ;F'Pﬂnm
music. This event can be defined puru:;t :mtnlal

as “off-the-map” and yet | noticed 5 :{au s stagy,
few of the Amsterdam RealTime anu::-:t.urr|||.|li'= O1.it ey
was delighted to observe that an act of “;:'1"_: |

map” can become a means of detining a new o
fid

When a.:.kf;d wheth?r this new kind oy Map could e
yseful u_'n city planning contexts, Polak COMmment
that reliance on volunteers might be & Stumblin s
block, Participation requires a willingness mm,-g
tragked thmugh space but also necessitates hayi
ones own relationship to the city broadeast o

the map-viewing public at large: living and mapping
become dynamically linked. Embedded in the
Fanorama of the City of New York are Robert Moses!
presumptions about what kind of knowledge is mean-
ingful for urban planning and policy, presented behing
a fagade of precision and espertise that enabled him
to concentrate so much civic authority. Amsterdam
RealTime, by contrast, demonstrates thatitis possk
ble for & map itself to take on dynamic qualities such
a5 diversity, multiplicity and an attitude of partich
pation that also define a city, The re-positioning of
maps as spaces for public interaction could lead 1o
an improved flow of information from citizens to.
decision-rakers, and a strengthening of the form of
our built environrment. But this would require a vita
shift in our attitude toward space and the creation
of meaning. To take up Latour’s idea o .
truth: what would it mean ta say that a map is eves
more human-made because it incorporates the <
participation of many people? Might it even insaes
its claim to accuracy?
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; FEsid. part e 19 ':,;tmg a bottleneck that impedes the
N RS o oy n-c_c*‘-*:'i between the richness and diversity
PR E LUFate? s g;,;lmn._:t:‘mpre sentation. Today, t.he nmpul.-z,g
a cit and "Wr';l pased purely on experience, with-
n tef :; erce of symbolism, has been re-fueled
pe inter tial of con ternporary modﬂ-makmg
utenﬂh a5 pinels and databases. The City of
5?;« sxarnple, is assembling a many-layered
o n map of the city in the form of 2 GIS
~ Brumo Latour, pigh-! ::G infarmation Sg&lﬁm) d.al,‘la,hage_ The
(Geodr 2P roject began with the difficult process of
other institutions. This costly measyrip g pha HT:;'L’Hﬁg and reconciling data from a wide rTntge of
to achieve a mechanized accuracy that S¢a g cies. Many of the layers are incofnplete and
s Quicid, oty & at this point, but the long-term ambi-

lost &5 the city carried on past 1964, Aty s
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Fanorama has been cleaned, repainted an: w’tht ;Tn!:i- 1o create & cfAsh I ACOWATS a1 NP 50
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mented with certain key buildings, The Ne., York p e image of the ¢ity in as much detail as possible.
128 i

reported in 1989 that the model would Need anothey .
o t res t ; ct, the City"s Department of
Retdeny ik woth Ae 190 Thzlfefa::ad: 1:2:«5 N s 'ﬁinﬁnm&;:::agnhfr::ﬁrfu1ugg tight&!lg controls access to
P&E!_n-a%e tin:uut%tgzﬂliﬂfi::;;fm ;.Elje through I grew up in & development of split-levels set it the I:ml layers of NYCMap and goes ’fo_ qrﬂa:t erpense to
;-:l: il;:: el p'r:lecise image of the city, it was assumed, leftover speck on & map where the Long Island stinually measure, collect and d"ﬂ*:;‘“;; ‘:iﬁwever,
would Et the natural product of incorporating Enpressway crosses the Northern State Pariowa the infrastructures and phénomena tha _;"’ i
an extreme level of physical detail. Today, the Emt. 43is tru_lg_ the artifact of a schematic. The mey pepartment strives to surnmarize are available
Panorama stands as an elaborate object that obvious qualities of the landscape are the hills to me, in complete deta_ll, every tirme | turn on my
humbly exudes the impossibility of this assumption formed by under- and over-passes and the frequent faucet or ride the @ train across 'lhe_: Man_hatt;n
sprinkles of green signage. The turns of the median Bridge. This paradox of representation—in wh_lch
running down the center of the Expressway reinforce summary is valued more highly than the experience
its abedience to its diagrammatic origing. What vake towhich it refers — enables official maps to become
or meaning does this yield for, in Jane Jacobs’ terms, infermation-spaces within which power is accumu-
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Participants in Amast

. erdam FealTirne
diverse sampling of comprised a

A
call for volunteers requ:::;jfir:tzpe":m“ R
cant’s occupati e ol

> Scupation, gender, age, travel hatits place
of .r.&mdence, place of work and weet-bwweeir avail
ability. Forms were made avaitale on the Waag's
website and on posters hung throughout the city
Four-hundred people responded, molivated as much
by Curiosity as by a sense of community. Sisty were
Invited to participate. The only requirement was that
tor a tew weeks during October and November 2002
they had to carry around a slightly butiey pack
containing a trace-unit comprising Global Positioning
System (GPS) sensors attached to networked
personal digital assistants (PDA). Most of the packet
could be carried inside 3 backpack or pocket but, in
arder to maintain a clear ling of site with the GPS
satellites, the antenna itself had to be worn on the
outside of clothing or secured to a car roof

» of the City of New York,  Tinch to individual structures weve culled from ibrarig, ang
The Pandram

100 feet scale wooden model of the fuve; D'::;urﬁ';ii
built for the 1364 World's Fair, is possib '::: e
detailed physical map ever made. But wha i)
reveal? According to museum archives, the or E
contract with the fabricator, Lester = P:fr!rl:tl:ra es,
specified 4 "less than one percent margin of error

To torm a collective synchronous map referred 10
as “the most current map of Amsterdam,” latitude
and longitude coordinates collected by each partici-

Three years ago, | visited the Flushing Meadows
fairgrounds for the first time. | had sped by the
Unisphere on countless previous occasions. The

histaric New York City building, & structure built for
the 1939 fair, houses the Dueens Museum of Art and
the World's Fair lce Rink. Still on exhibition today at
the Queens Museum of Arl, the room housing the
Fanorama has the 1eel of & school qgumnasium. The
Empire State Building measures about twelve and a
half inches high. The room features a Z0-minute
light/dark cycle that signifies a compression of diur-
nal time to correspond with the model’s attempts to
compress space. Beyond the lighting, the Panorama
is static, a5 silent as the tity Is vast and unwieldy

Robert Moses, the notorious “power broker” and Nesw
York state and municipal of ticial, championed the
creation of the Panorama by citing its polential as a
100l for the tuture of city pla nning. He envisioned .
that the model would be ke pt up-to-date aver time
and referred to by city leaders as they thought
through changes 1o the city’s master plan. A Qyeens
Museurn baoklet reveals that the gathering of m.; 3
NECessany data was a tremendous activit !..Jnrlr: Bt
zlf::r ;;;;E:natac: Were made of building Tr;rfipnr.rf* J
Acrial pholographis wers 1 >

maps of the land ba-_.r_? 'w'iﬂ;‘ -;:.“t,:rl :]::. :,::ﬁj,l :.r:u:-r

i ! ¢ Vi

the needs of real peaple? Efforts like the Panorama
make it possible for certain individuals —in the cas
of Moses, unelected officials — to act on a wholg

dimension of peoples” lives by assembling and re-

arranging a collection of technical drawingsor
painted wooden blocks. The results are places don
nated by artiftacts that are merely representationd
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lated and maintained. Highly detailed maps are
presented to culture as if they were flawless reflec-
tigns of space. In fact they are more typically
sccumylations of the maker’s own experience from

4 single point of view, subject to the limits of space
and time

| spent my childhood summers building sand casties

i the

beach at Robert Moses State Park. Today,

I:,-nd myselt interested in the tyranny and possibility
Bl maps because | can sense that while maps are

i

I:'}!:en used by individual entities to claim pOsweEr,
4 Can also serve a greater interest as tools for

Feclairn 3 d
?r']‘"”"'“'ﬂ agency over space. As the failures of the
Wrama reveal, fine detail in mapping can be a
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¢ omniscience, a means of asserting
rritory by developing a semblance of
Enowledge of what goes on there, But
ol images, spaces and places would be
nfrastructure that supported true
p.irhmp.ihgn In mapping activities?

heir territories have the potential to

ous retlections of the wishes and desires
I'ang

LT o

pant were transmitted to a Waag server via General
Packet Radio Service (GPRS). The server compiled
images based on accumulations of participants’
points over specified perieds !im._Frequentlg trav-
eled points became brighter over time, and the most
densely traveled areas, such as Centraal Station,
were noted in yelipnw and then red. Less frequented
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